1917]     THIBD BATTLE OF YPBSS AND CAM3SAI

and on 6th November two Canadian Divisions swept
forward again, carried the whole of Passehe-daele.
and pushed northward to the Goudterg spiir. Four
days later they increased their gains, so that all the
vital part of the main ridge of West Flanders was in
British hands. We dominated the enemy's hinter-
land in the flats towards Roulers and Thourout, ani
he had the prospect of a restless winter under our
direct observation. The Third Battle of Ypres had
wiped out the Salient where for three years we had
been at the mercy of the German guns.

The great struggle which we have considered was
strategically a British failure. We did not come
within measurable distance of our major purpose,
and that owing to no fault in generalship or fighting
virtue, but through the maleficence of the weather
in a land where weather was ail in all. We gambled
upon a normal August, and we did not get it. The
sea of mud which lapped around the Salient was the
true defence of the enemy. Consequently the battle,
which might have had a profound strategic signi-
ficance in the campaign, became merely an episode
in the war of attrition, a repetition of the Somme
tactics, though conspicuously less successful and
considerably more costly than the fighting of 1916.
Third Ypres was the costliest battle up to date
fought by a British army, for the casualties from
31st July to 10th November were in killed,, wounded,
and missing 230,000 men. For the gain of a trivial
ridge and a few miles of mud the price might well
be deemed fantastic ; but such a judgment would
miss tlie true reason of the action. It was fought
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